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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Sir: 



In response to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance set forth in the 
Notice of Allowability mailed April 18, 2005, Applicant submits the following remarks. 

The Examiner's statement regarding reasons for allowance makes a characterization as to 
the primary reasons for allowance. It is believed that such a characterization of the claims does 
not properly represent Applicant's claimed invention. As such, Applicant does not agree with 
the Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 



With respect to independent claim 4, Applicant asserts that this claim and any claims 
dependent therefrom are allowable since, as previously set forth, Applicant's invention is 
directed to: 
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"A method of forming a pot for an array of hollow fibre membranes, each fibre membrane 
j£/ comprising an end, the method comprising: 

placing the ends of the fibre membranes in a mould: 

forming a first layer of a curable resin material in a non-cured state around the 
ends, wherein the step of forming a first layer of a curable resin material further 
comprises monitoring a curing process of the first layer to determine an optimal time at 
which to apply a second layer to the first layer; 

applying a second layer of a polyurethane resin material to the first layer prior to 
full curing of the first layer, wherein the polyurethane resin material is chemically 
reactive with the curable resin material to form an adhesive bond between the first layer 
and the second layer, and wherein a fully cured polyurethane resin material is of a higher 
flexibility than a fully cured curable resin material; 

at least partially curing the first layer and the second layer, such that a pot is 
formed; and 

removing the pot from the mould" 

With respect to independent claim 7, Applicant asserts that this claim and any claims 
dependent therefrom are allowable since, as previously set forth, Applicant's invention is 
directed to: 

M A method of forming a pot for an array of hollow fibre membranes, each fibre membrane 
comprising an end* the method comprising: 

placing the ends of the fibre membranes in a mould; 

providing a potting sleeve within the mould to receive a first layer and a second 
layer, wherein the potting sleeve comprises adhesion means, wherein the adhesion means 
assist in adhesion of at least one of the curable resin material and the polyurethane resin 
material to the potting sleeve; 

forming a first layer of a curable resin material in a non-cured state around the 

ends; 
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applying a second layer of a polyurethane resin material to the first layer prior to 
full curing of the first layer, wherein the polyurethane resin material is chemically 
reactive with the curable resin material to form an adhesive bond between the first layer 
and the second layer, and wherein a fully cured polyurethane resin material is of a higher 
flexibility than a fully cured curable resin material; 

at least partially curing the first layer and the second layer, such that a pot is 
formed; and 

removing the pot from the mould. 

With respect to independent claim 21, Applicant asserts that this claim and any claims dependent 
therefrom are allowable since, as previously set forth, Applicant's invention is directed to: 

"A method of forming a pot for an array of hollow fibre membranes, each fibre membrane 
comprising an end, the method comprising: 

placing the ends of the fibre membranes in a mould; 

forming a first layer of a curable resin material in a non-cured state around the 
ends, wherein the curable resin material comprises epoxy groups; 

applying a second layer of a polyurethane resin material comprising amine groups 
or amide groups to the first layer prior to full curing of the first layer, wherein the amine 
groups or amide groups of the polyurethane resin material chemically react with the 
epoxy groups of the curable resin material to form an adhesive bond between the first 
layer and the second layer, and wherein a fully cured polyurethane resin material is of a 
higher flexibility than a fully cured curable resin material; 

at least partially curing the first layer and the second layer, such that a pot is 
formed; and 

removing the pot from the mould." 
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Applicant does not acquiesce that patentability resides ia the characterization expressed 



u n the Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 



Dated: ^UlM I^Zoa ^ 



SIEMENS CORPORATION 
Customer Number 28524 



Respectfully submitted. 



Pasquaie Musacchio 
Reg. No. 36,876 
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